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Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN), on 7 May, 2013, convened the maiden edition of 
Librarians' Forum which focused on how to improve the reading habits of Nigerians. The one-day 
event had stakeholders in the book sector brainstorm on the issue with a view to evolving 

workable strategies for increased readership campaigns across the country.

The initiator of the event and Registrar/CEO of LRCN, 
Dr Victoria Okojie said a lot of activities are going on 
to promote reading culture in Nigeria but more 
coordinated approach to making Nigeria a reading 
nation would deliver more positive results.
She said the meeting would come up with a strategy 
that can be adapted or implemented by any 
stakeholder that wants to undertake a read campaign 
programme.
LRCN, according to the Registrar, has also 
volunteered to collate all activities geared towards 
readership promotion in a bid to developing a 
databank. Dr Okojie, therefore called on all 
stakeholders to notify the Council of any on-going 
activity related to Read Campaign.

She said the stakeholders in Readership Promotion were 
invited to the forum look at some of the issues; 
reconsider what they are already doing and how they 
can be optimized within the confines of the available 
resources.
All the stakeholders invited were given the opportunity 
to contribute to the dialogue.
The Information Resource Officer of the US Mission, 
Nigeria, Dr Malore Brown, who was the lead panelist, 
said the best approach is to introduce reading to children 
even when they are infants and catch them young.

LRCN Registrar, Dr Victoria Okojie; CEO National Library of Nigeria, Mallam Habib 
Jato and President, West African Library Association, Dr James Daniel during the 

forum

Participants at the forum



 She said Reading Culture should be inculcated into the child, right from the womb, and that parents have key 
roles to play in getting their children to read.

  “Encourage children to read. Teach them that reading is fun and not a chore. Make them create time for 
reading and encourage them to look at magazines and pictures. Give them books relevant to their passion, 
find out what their interests are and fill that interest.
“In Latin America, we like them to do self expression, to write about themselves, for example. We also tell 
them stories in writing and encourage them to have book clubs or book discussions.”

The Chief Executive Officer of the National Library of Nigeria, Mallam Habib Jato, indicated that the 
National Library of Nigeria has been carrying out Read Campaigns in the six geo-political zones of the 
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Group photo of participants

Mrs. Liz Akinbulumo of U.S Mission, Nigeria making a comment

materials for their children at home and give books 
as birthday gifts to them at early age in an attempt 
to build good reading habits.
Corporate organizations, he suggested should 
support read campaign as part of their Corporate 
Social Responsibility while publishers can assist the 
read campaign by donating some of their unsold 
materials to those who need them. Corroborating 
this view, the Read Campaign Desk Officer in the 
Federal Ministry of Education, Mrs. Ada Uduku said 
synergy among the stakeholders is germane to 
achieving successful readership promotion 
programmes in the country. Mrs Uduku decried 
poor budgetary provision to sponsor the campaigns 
as a major challenge but called for compilation of a 
compendium of all activities done on read campaign 
in the country.

 

country.  The campaigns, according to him, were 
carried out with such activities as lectures/seminars, 
drama presentations and airing of jingles, sponsoring 
motivational talks as well as sending out read 
promotion messages on bill boards. 
He then suggested that government should remove 
tariff on printing materials for publishers and printers, 
to ensure low cost of book production so that reading 
resources will be available and affordable in the 
market. 
Mallam Jato wants schools in the country to be 
provided with good libraries; and teachers 
encouraged to link assignments with libraries where 
students will interact with good reading materials to 
inculcate good reading habits. He called on parents to 
create reading corners stocked with good reading 



The moderator of the programme and former National 
Librarian, Dr Linus Ikpaahindi suggested that reading 
should be included in curricula and be taught as a 
subject in schools.

Representative of Reading Association of Nigeria at 
the event and Secretary of the Association, Mr 
Uduakobong Kanico said the 31 year old association 
is positioned to taking reading and literacy 
campaigns to the grassroot. 
Mr Kanico insisted that Nigeria cannot achieve 
qualitative education if the reading culture remains 
abysmally poor.
The association he said, is currently collaborating 
with the Federal Ministry of Education to train 
Reading Facilitators in the six-geo political zones.
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Head boy of Federal Government College Apo, a member of the Explorer's Reading Club in the school, 
Mohammed Naziru said much will be achieved if the students are involved in the readership promotion 
campaigns. “The national reading campaign helps to promote reading but would likely end up in vain if 
students are not motivated to take interest in reading, It is time for various individuals, like you and I 
and various educational institutions to promote reading by organizing workshops for students and other 
citizens to develop themselves,” he said.
Naziru cited that available statistics showed that in 2010,  84.35% of the males in Nigeria and 72.65% of 
females do not read; having also expressed worry that Nigerian youths do not read as they should 
because some read only to pass examinations.

The forum agreed to take more strategic steps to promoting readership in Nigeria.

Dr. Okojie therefore reiterated that the Librarians Forum was initiated to provide a veritable platform for 
librarians to brainstorm on topical issues in the library and information science sector and provide 
workable strategies on how to address them. 

Dr Okojie with the Information Resource Officer of the US Mission, 
Nigeria Dr. Malore Brown and members of Explorers Reading Club, 
Federal Govt Boys College, Apo

The Registrar revealed that the idea of this 
forum was birthed when she returned from the 
International Visitor Leadership Programme 
(IVLP) of United States of America. 
After the visit and from what she saw, Dr Okojie 
got convinced that librarians can actually do 
things a bit differently and that the quality of 
library and information services provided in 
Nigeria can also be made better. 

Dr. Malore Brown making a presentation at the forum



Stakeholders Call For Massive Deployment of 
e-Libraries

Key players in the Library and Information 
Science Sector have called for increased 
deployment of electronic libraries in the 

country.
Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration Council of 
Nigeria (LRCN), Dr Victoria Okojie has also canvassed 
for massive deployment of e-Libraries across Nigeria 
especially in all Ministries, Departments and Agencies 
of the government. Already, the Council is building the 
capacity of librarians all over the country on how to 
establish and manage e-libraries, as part of strategies 
for popularizing e-library services in Nigeria.
Dr Okojie said embracing e-libraries is pertinent 
because modern library practice involves infusion of 

The LRCN Registrar also implored corporate 
organizations to consider donating standard e-
libraries to communities and schools especially in all 
un-served and underserved localities, as an attempt 
to bridge the digital divide in the country. “We make 
this call convinced that e-libraries will help societies 
to make information more available, raise its quality, 
and increase its diversity. They will make research 
easier for scholars; ease the budget pressures on 
libraries and solve the increasingly urgent 
preservation problems, then help libraries extend 
collections into new media.” The workshop, 
according to her was organized to prepare librarians 
for their new roles in setting up and managing e-
libraries.  
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Dignitaries during the opening ceremony

the information and communication technologies, and e-libraries are often set up to complement 
traditional libraries.
 The Registrar made this call at the University of Ibadan during the opening ceremony of the National 
Workshop for Librarians and Information Managers with the theme: 'e-Library as the tool for achieving 
transformation agenda in Nigeria,' organized by LRCN from 13-17 May, 2013.
LRCN according to her is collaborating another agency of the Federal Government to publish guidelines and 
minimum standards for the establishment of e- Libraries.
She then called on governments to provide necessary e-Resources for the establishment of e-Libraries in 
government- owned institutions in Nigeria.

“The Council is poised to taking more leaps targeted at re-engineering the library profession in Nigeria to be 
in tandem with those practiced in more advanced societies. That is why we have considered it pertinent to 
hold a second edition of the e-Library workshop and to make it an annual training. 

Group Photo of participants at the e-Library workshop



Deployment of e-Libraries......
“This workshop will equip librarians with the necessary 
skills to set-up and manage electronic libraries. E-Libraries 
will open the window of opportunity to Nigerians to have 
seamless access to myriads of information that will 
provide them lifelong learning skills to improve their 
quality of life in an information society. It is one of the 
most contemporary concepts in the LIS sector. Librarians 
are warming up to it and a lot needs to be done,” she said.
The role of LRCN as a Council would be continuing in 
capacity building of librarians to prepare them for 
massive deployment of e-libraries in the country.
Dr  Okojie also noted with delight, the level of activities 
going on in digitizing libraries in the host state, Oyo, 
commending the state government's support to the 
development of the library sector. Oyo, she said is one 

of the states in Nigeria that embraced digitization early.
Commissioner for Education in Oyo state, Hon. Tokunbo Fayokun said the government is paying closer 
attention in order to have more standard e-Libraries in place.
“In 2013, the sum of N134million was budgeted for this purpose,” the Commissioner, who was 
represented by the Acting State Librarian, Mr Moses Adigun at the event, said.

She stated that all secondary schools had set up libraries and that all schools have been mandated to 
have library periods in their timetables.

Former head of Abadina Media Resource Centre, University of Ibadan, Prof David Elaturoti in his remark 
at the event said that all libraries in Nigeria should be e-enabled and that training librarians on how to 
manage e-libraries is very important because ICTs are very useful in doing things with precision 
wherever they are applied. 

 P.5

Workshop participants during the opening ceremony

He said librarians need such training that will 
help them do things with better precision.

Delivering a paper entitled 'e-library services and 
the transformation agenda, President of West 
African Library Association, Dr. James Daniel said 
“What we describe as fast and easy, finger-tip 
access to information or what we conceptualize as 
electronic or digital libraries today-began with 
Vannenar Bush's Memex machine”.
He explained that this concept has continued to 
evolve since then with each advance in 
information technology. 

Practical Session



Deployment of e-Libraries......

According to him, the arrival of computers further boosted the concept which has centered on the OPAC, 
the online retrieval and public access systems, large bibliographic databases which are now part of any 
contemporary library.  The trio technologies of ICT especially the computer connected into large networks 
to form the Internet further concretized and stabilized the concept. 

















Other Sub-themes considered at  the workshop include:
E-Library Service and Transformation of the Education Sector: an Overview.
Introduction to E-Library Resources and Online Services.
Application of Social Media in Libraries, including M-Technologies and M-Learning.
Internet Search Strategies for Research.
Basic Steps in Establishing an E-Library.
Requirements for the acquisition of E-Resources and E-Library Content Management
Database Management-EBSCO host database

Practical Session of the workshop Participants at the Mosuro Bookshop, Ibadan

 P.6

Participants at the Mosuro Bookshop, Ibadan



Experts Commence the Review of Global Libraries Strategy 
on Africa

The Advisory Group of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation Global Libraries (GL) Committee for 
Africa has begun the review of the strategy 

document that will position libraries in Africa as lifelong 
partners to development of communities and the 
continent.
The group met in Windhoek, Namibia from 29 – 31 May, 
2013 where they reviewed the document and provided 
their perspectives on its content.
Executive Director and Leadership Coach, Community 
Innovations of GL, Kgobati  Magome said the document 
was put together using desk-based research, interviews 
and limited primary information available to GL, and 
speaks mainly of GL's effort and engagement in Africa to 
date.
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A community Library

The group was required to make two-fold 
interventions in the document review. They will 
first identify the success stories that exist in 
Africa that are not covered by the document. 
Secondly, they will find out the needs and 
opportunities existing in Africa that are not 
covered by the document.
Part of the success story reeled out in the 
document indicate that in Africa, there is  a 
mass of innovative, effective and sustainable 

trained, knowledgeable and motivated professionals.
It notes that libraries have become the pride of their communities where all want and care to be seen. Also, 
the smart work of the GL and its partners is expected to result in the establishment of an African Library 
Policy and an Advocacy body.
Nigeria was represented at the meeting by the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie.

Registrar/CEO LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie Bill and Melinda GateExec. Director and Community Coach of GL, 
Kogbati Magome 



LIST OF APPROVED/ACCREDITED 
NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES OFFERING 

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 
PROGRAMMES

SOURCE: National Universities Commission

S/No Universities Approved Programme
1. Abia State University, Uturu Library & Information Science
2. Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi Library & Information Science
3. Adeleke University, Ede Library Science
4. Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria Library & Information Science
5. Ambrose Ali University, Ekpoma Library & Information Science
6. Bayero University, Kano Library & Information Science
7. Baze University, Abuja Library & Information Science
8. Benson Idahosa University, Benin City Library & Information Science
9. Benue State University, Makurdi Library & Information Science
10. Delta State University, Abraka Library & Information Science
11. Federal University of Technology, Minna Library & Information Science
12. Federal University of Technology, Yola Library & Information Science
13. Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai Library & Information Science
14. Imo State University, Owerri Library & Information Science
15. Kwara State University, Ilorin Library & Information Science
16. Madonna University, Okija Library & Information Science
17. Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Akwa Library & Information Science
18. Tai Solarin University of Education, Ijebu-Ode Library & Information Science
19. Umaru Musa Ya’adua University, Katsina Library & Information Science
20. University of Calabar, Calabar Library & Information Science
21. University of Ibadan, Ibadan Library & Information Science
22. University of Ilorin, Ilorin Library Science
23. University of Maiduguri, Maiduguri Library Science
24. University of Nigeria, Nsukka Library & Information Science
25. University of Uyo, Uyo Library & Information Science
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